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considered by the Secretary. The par-
ties may, within 5 days after the filing
of any brief of the issues, file and serve
a reply to that brief. The Department
of Commerce shall review all written
submissions, and, based on the record,
make a recommendation to the Sec-
retary as to whether the ALJ’s initial
decision should be modified or vacated.
The Secretary will make a final deci-
sion within 30 days after the ALJ’s cer-
tification of the initial decision and
order.

(b) Final decision. Unless the Sec-
retary, within 30 days after the date of
the ALJ’s certification of the initial
decision and order, modifies or vacates
the decision and order, with or without
conditions, the ALJ’s initial decision
and order shall become effective as the
final decision and order of the United
States Government. If the Secretary
does modify or vacate the initial deci-
sion and order, that decision and order
of the Secretary shall become the final
decision and order of the United States
Government. The final decision and
order shall be served on the parties and
will be made available to the public.

(c) Computation of time for the purposes
of this section. In computing any period
of time prescribed or allowed by this
section, the day of the act, event, or
default from which the designated pe-
riod of time begins to run is not in-
cluded. The last day of the period is
computed to be included unless it is a
Saturday, a Sunday, or a legal holiday
(as defined in Rule 6(a) of the Federal
Rules of Civil Procedure), in which case
the period runs until the end of the
next day that is neither a Saturday, a
Sunday, nor a legal holiday. Inter-
mediate Saturdays, Sundays, and legal
holidays are excluded from the com-
putation when the period of time pre-
scribed or allowed is 7 days or less.

§103.9 Final agency decision after set-
tlement negotiations.

(a) Settlements based on letter of intent
to charge—(1) Approval of settlement.
Pursuant to §719.5(b) of the CWCR (15
CFR parts 710 through 722), the Depart-
ment of Commerce may notify a re-
spondent by letter of the intent to
charge. If, following the issuance of
such a letter of intent to charge, the
Department of Commerce and respond-

§103.10

ent reach an agreement to settle a
case, the Department of Commerce will
recommend the proposed settlement to
the Secretary. If the recommended set-
tlement is in accordance with applica-
ble law the Secretary will approve and
sign it. No action is required by the
ALJ in cases where the Secretary ap-
proves and signs such a settlement
agreement and order.

(2) Refusal to approve settlement. If the
Secretary refuses to approve the rec-
ommended settlement, the Secretary
will notify the parties and the case will
proceed as though no settlement pro-
posal had been made.

(b) Settlements following issuance of a
NOVA—(1) Approval of settlement. When
the Department of Commerce and re-
spondent reach an agreement to settle
a case after administrative proceedings
have been initiated before an ALJ, the
Department of Commerce will rec-
ommend the settlement to the Sec-
retary of State. If the recommended
settlement is in accordance with appli-
cable law, the Secretary will approve
and sign it. If the Secretary approves
the settlement, the Secretary shall no-
tify the ALJ that the case is with-
drawn from adjudication.

(2) Refusal to approve settlement. If the
Secretary of State refuses to approve
the recommended settlement, the Sec-
retary will notify the parties of the dis-
approval, and the case will proceed as
though no settlement proposal had
been made.

(c) Scope of settlement. Any respond-
ent who agrees to an order imposing
any administrative sanction does so
solely for the purpose of resolving the
claims in the administrative enforce-
ment proceeding brought pursuant to
this part. This reflects the fact that
the Government officials involved have
neither the authority nor the responsi-
bility for initiating, conducting, set-
tling, or otherwise disposing of crimi-
nal proceedings. That authority and re-
sponsibility is vested in the Attorney
General and the Department of Justice.

(d) Finality. Cases that are settled
may not be reopened or appealed.

§103.10 Appeals.

Any person adversely affected by a
final order respecting an assessment
may, within 30 days after the final
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